And Samuel said, "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in
obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than
the fat of rams.
(1 Samuel 15:22)
Do I eat the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of goats? Offer to God a sacrifice of
thanksgiving, and perform your vows to the Most High, and call upon me in the day of
trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me."
(Psalms 50:13-15)
To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.
(Proverbs 21:3)
Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near to listen is better than to
offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are doing evil. Be not rash with
your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word before God, for God is in heaven and
you are on earth. Therefore let your words be few.
(Ecclesiastes 5:1-2)
"What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the LORD; I have had enough of burnt
offerings of rams and the fat of well-fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of
lambs, or of goats.
(Isaiah 1:11)
"Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the
yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?
(Isaiah 58:6)
Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: "Add your burnt offerings to your sacrifices,
and eat the flesh. For in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, I did not speak
to your fathers or command them concerning burnt offerings and sacrifices. But this
command I gave them: 'Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and you shall be my people.
And walk in all the way that I command you, that it may be well with you.' But they did not
obey or incline their ear, but walked in their own counsels and the stubbornness of their evil
hearts, and went backward and not forward.
(Jeremiah 7:21-24)
"With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come
before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD be pleased with
thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?" He has told you, O man, what is
good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with your God?
(Micah 6:6-8)
But when he heard it, he said, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those
who are sick. Go and learn what this means, 'I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.' For I came
not to call the righteous, but sinners."
(Matthew 9:12-13)
And if you had known what this means, 'I desire mercy, and not sacrifice,' you would not
have condemned the guiltless.
(Matthew 12:7)

